A longitudinal study of plasma and salivary antibodies in HIV-1 infection.
The patterns of plasma and salivary IgG and IgA antibodies reacting to HIV-1 proteins were followed in seven HIV-1-infected individuals for a period of 18-40 months. Western blot analyses revealed diversities in specificity of these antibodies among subjects; however, for the same subject, the specificity profile remained consistent throughout the entire follow-up period. The staining intensities of plasma IgG from two subjects were associated with plasma viral load. The band intensities of salivary IgG were mostly determined by plasma IgG; the health of the oral cavity might also influence the transudation of salivary IgG antibodies. The binding intensities of plasma and salivary IgA antibodies specific for certain viral proteins were associated with plasma viral load in some subjects as well.